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19th September 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Changes to Year 5 and Year 6 Residential and Outdoor Education Provision 
 
At St Joseph’s, we deeply value the enrichment and learning that outdoor education brings to our children. These 
experiences help build resilience, independence, teamwork, and confidence - skills that last a lifetime. We remain 
committed to offering high-quality opportunities that enhance our children’s school experience, but we must also consider 
the financial pressures faced both by families and the school. 
 
As part of our ongoing efforts to "poverty-proof" our provision and ensure that no child is excluded due to cost, we have 
made the difficult decision to make some changes to our residential trips in  Years 5 and 6: 
 

• The Year 5 residential trip will now become a one-day outdoor adventure experience, removing the overnight 
element. 

• The Year 6 residential trip will be reduced from five days to three days. 
 

This decision has not been made lightly. Over the last few years, the school has absorbed an annual shortfall of around 
£3,000 due to non-contributions from some families, even in cases where we have offered financial support. While we 
understand that the cost of living continues to impact many, this level of subsidy is no longer sustainable given the wider 
financial pressures on school budgets. 
 
Despite these changes, we remain fully committed to delivering meaningful, high-quality outdoor learning. The Senior 
Leadership Team has conducted extensive research and visited several outdoor centres, including Blacklands Farm, Bowles, 
Windmill Hill, and Deers Leap. As a result, we are excited to be working with two new providers who offer excellent 
facilities, strong educational value, and a fresh experience for the children, ensuring that the quality of our provision is not 
compromised. 
 
Year 5 will be visiting Deers Leap on 8th May 2025 
Year 6 will be staying at Windmill Hill between 18th-20th May 2025 
 
We know that change can be challenging, especially when traditions are involved. However, we are confident that these 
new experiences will soon become cherished favourites within our outdoor education offer. Our aim remains the same: to 
give every child a memorable and inclusive opportunity to learn beyond the classroom. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly thank the dedicated staff who volunteer their time, often giving up 
evenings and time away from their own families, to ensure that these trips can take place. Their generosity and 
commitment are what make these opportunities possible, and it is something not seen in all schools. 
 
We thank you for your continued support and understanding as we make these adjustments. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with a member of the leadership team. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs C Walker 
Headteacher 
 
 


