
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

 
Hazelgrove Road                  West Sussex County Council 
        

Haywards Heath                  Telephone: (01444) 452584  
 
West Sussex                  Fax: (01444) 414760 

  
RH16 3PQ                    e-mail: office@stjosephshh.org.uk 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Catherine Walker BEd (Hons) MA               website: www.stjosephshh.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
9th March 2026 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Reading is one of the most important skills your child will develop in Year 1, as it underpins 
learning across the entire curriculum. The progress children make in reading at this stage 
has a significant impact on their confidence, independence and overall achievement in 
school. 
 
Following our recent pupil progress meetings with the Year 1 teaching team, we have 
carefully reviewed how well children are developing in their reading. A clear pattern has 
emerged; children who read regularly at home with an adult are making stronger progress 
than those who are not. In some cases, children who are not reading frequently at home are 
beginning to fall behind the expected rates of progress for Year 1. 
 
Daily reading practice, even for just 5–10 minutes, makes a remarkable difference. Reading 
aloud to an adult helps children to practise blending sounds, recognise letter–sound 
correspondences more fluently, and develop confidence and expression. These skills are 
particularly important as the Phonics Screening Check takes place in June. Regular reading at 
home significantly strengthens children’s ability to decode words accurately and meet the 
expected standard. 
 
We will be sending further information about the Phonics Screening Check separately. In the 
meantime, we strongly encourage you to prioritise regular reading at home. Your support 
truly makes all the difference to your child’s progress and success. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs C Walker 
Headteacher 
 


