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Welcome back
As we begin the Summer term, we warmly welcome all our families back to St Joseph’s. This term, we also pause to
remember with sadness the passing of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, a true servant of Christ who showed the world
the power of faith, compassion, and unity. In his memory, we are inspired to continue living out the values he taught
us. This week the children have been remembering our beloved Pope Francis by writing prayers and learning about his
incredible life both in their RE lessons and by writing their own reflections in our class Spiritual Journals.

This term we are also excited to introduce Shristi the Sand Bear, a special new friend who will help us learn about the
Catholic Social Teaching of solidarity. Shristi will journey with our classes, reminding us that we are all part of one
human family, called to stand together in friendship, kindness, and love, especially for those who need us most.

It promises to be another jam packed term full of new learning and exciting opportunities for all
our pupils. Don't forget this weekend will be a bank holiday, so school will not be open on
Monday 5t May. | hope you and your family enjoy some quality time together and the sun
continues to shine! Wishing you a wonderful weekend.

God Bless,

Mrs Walker »

Healthy Eating

As a school we encourage healthy eating and would ask for your support with this. There is no need for parents to
provide children with a snack in Reception, Years 1 and 2 because of the free fruit scheme in place. Children in other
year groups may bring in a healthy mid-morning snack, but not sweets, crisps, chocolate, gum, biscuits or bars.
Permitted snacks include fruit and vegetables. Snacks need to be kept separate from their lunchbox. Children having a
packed lunch are not allowed: Glass bottles or jars / fizzy drinks / sweets and chocolates / foods containing nut or nut
products, including sesame / hot drinks/soups in a flask. Water bottles should clear, labelled and contain water only!

Supersonic Swimmers!

The Fintastic 6 (Year 6 Leavers) took part in this year’s Lions swim-a-thon on Good Friday at the Dolphin Leisure
Centre, and they did brilliantly! I’'m so pleased to let you know that they WON the Primary School category,
completing an incredible 147 lengths and raising over £500 in sponsorship
money so far for the Rockinghorse Children’s Charity project for the sensory
ward at Chalk Hill Hospital in Haywards Heath. A huge well done to Daniel,
Jake, Alex, Prayan, Amelia, and Luana for their amazing teamwork and
determination. What an achievement! If you would like to donate to this
great cause please click on the link below:

https://localgiving.org/fundraising/fintastic2025

Attendance Don’t forget...

this Monday,
5th May is a
bank holiday,
school will be
closed!
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https://localgiving.org/fundraising/fintastic2025

Last Friday, our EYFS were lucky enough to take part in a STEM session run by Krystie Rice, a STEM Ambassador, from
Roche Diagnostics in Burgess Hill. The children rotated through three experiments:

1. Germs & Importance of Handwashing— Demonstrating hygiene using petri dishes, water, pepper, and hand soap.
2. Chemical Reactions— Observing reactions by mixing coloured water in test tubes with pipettes.

3. Dancing Popcorn— Observing a chemical reaction by adding popcorn and vinegar to a jar, followed by bicarbonate
of soda ("jumping juice"). They all got to wear lab coats and safety goggles like real
scientists and received stickers and certificates. Many thanks to Krystie for running the fg ;
session, the children thoroughly enjoyed it and it was lovely to see them all so =
engaged in the morning’s activities and hopefully il
¥ -1 spark a future interest in the subject. i\
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Our current fruit co-ordinator Mrs Waite, will be stepping down from this role at the end of the school year, we are
very grateful for all her hard work. We are therefore looking for a volunteer or several volunteers, to take on this role.
It involves coordinating our wonderful team of parents who currently wash and distribute the fruit.

Without a fruit coordinator and the parents who volunteer, we would need to stop the provision of < é
fruit for our EYFS and KS1 children. If you would be able to take on this voluntary role, please get in Y - " —
touch with the school office (full training will be given!) —thank you. —

Medical Appointments

) ® Medical appointments - we ask that wherever possible medical appointments are made outside of school
J “& hours. If this is unavoidable then the child should be removed from school for the minimum amount of
ﬁ = f time possible. You must send in a copy of the appointment letter / text message to the school office.

Summer Uniform

A reminder that all children should now be in summer uniform (unless the weather takes a turn for the worse!) -
not a mixture of summer and winter. Our uniform guidelines are available on the school website under the
‘Parents’ tab. We would recommend that during hot weather, children have a sun hat and that sun cream is applied
before school. Staff are NOT allowed to apply sun cream. A reminder of the following:

* No extreme haircuts or hair dye. Braids must be of a natural hair colour.
* Long hair must be tied back. Hair accessories should be black, white or royal blue.
* Children can only wear a watch and small plain earring studs (in pierced ears). No other

jewellery is allowed, for safety reasons. No make-up, no nail polish and no transfer tattoos. If
you have any questions regarding our uniform policy, please speak to Mrs Walker.
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We had a wonderful morning before the end of last |}
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term looking at year 2’s amazing inventions at their ——
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Invention Convention! What a talented bunch they are.
There were many fabulous, some rather weird and truly inventive inventions on display! They
impressed us with incredible knowledge, telling us all about what they have been up to and
how their creations would benefit us all in the future - well done year 2.
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day, our year 1 children had a.fantastie%y at Washbrooks Farm and*the \ﬁbatheﬂ
had the chance tg interact with the animals including a Shige horse, guinea pig rabbi s!cgtoises’and goats.
v ctor ridé sand eastle rr%king and much more besides. The chifdren behav.ed bmflﬂ and had a wonder
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e‘uou‘a like*to"say a huge thank you to our wonderful helpers: Mr & Mrs Johnson, Mrs Tos

se iris without you! 3
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ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY

Caﬂw/ic

What is Catholic Social Teaching?

Catholic Social Teaching is based on the Meet Shristi the sun bear
belief that God has a plan for creation, a
plan to build his kingdom of peace, love
and justice.

At St Joseph’s School, the Catholic social
teaching of solidarity is deeply woven into
everyday life. Our school is often described
as the St Joseph'’s family, fostering a strong
sense of community where pupils, staff,
and families are encouraged to support
and care for one another. Through
initiatives like buddy readers, Prefects,
House Captains, community events, and

© @
charity drives, pupils learn to stand S o l' d a r l ty

together, particularly with those who are

vulnerable or in need. Daily prayers, ghristiis one of the Cafod

assemblies, and classroom discussions apjmal symbols we are using to
regularly highlight the importance of unity,  symbolise solidarity. Shristii reminds
compassion, and shared responsibility. s that we are a team, we work
Through our catholic ethos and by creating together, supporting each other with

an environment where everyone feels our learning, our faith journey and our
valued and included, St Joseph’s actively gifts.

teaches that we are all part of one human
family, called to work together for justice
and peace.

1 Corinthians 12:12

Just as a body, though one, has many
parts, but all its many parts form one
body’

Be together




Summer Term Diary Dates

May

5th May - May Day Bank Holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED
6th May - Year 1 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am

7th May - St Margaret Class Assembly, 9am
12th-16th May - National Curriculum Tests Yr 6
14th May - St Joan Class Assembly, 9am

16th May - May Procession, 1.30pm

19th-23rd May - Yr 6 Residential Fairthorne Manor
20th May - Year 2 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am
21st May - St Christopher Class Assembly, 9am
22nd May - FOS Cake Sale (St E, St Gen & St H to contribute please)
26th - 30th May - Half Term

June

2nd Jun - Back to school

3rd Jun - Year 3 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am

w/c 9th Jun - Phonics Screening Week

10th Jun - Year 4 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am

11th Jun - St Genevieve Class Assembly, 9am

11th Jun - Parent Consultations Y1-Y6, 3.30-6pm
18th Jun - St George Class Assembly, 9am

18th Jun - Parent Consultations Y1-Y6, 3.30-6pm
19th Jun - EYFS & KS1 Sports Day

20th Jun - KS2 Sports Day

24th Jun - Year 5 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am

25th Jun - St Elizabeth Class Assembly, 9am

25th Jun - New Parents Evening - Starting School September 2025, 5.45pm
27th Jun - Open Learning Day, 9-10am / 1.45-2.45pm
30th Jun - INSET DAY - School Closed

July
1st Jul - Year R and Year 6 to St Paul’s for Mass, 9.30am
1st Jul - SEN Parents Evening, 3.30pm— Years R-5

Please note all dates and events are subject to change. Dates are also available
to view on the St Joseph’s website calendar.




