
 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve                                                                                                                   
St Edward’s - 5pm                                                                     
St Paul’s - 6pm                                                                                    
St Wilfrid’s - 6pm                                                                        
St Paul’s - 9pm                                                        
St Paul’s Midnight Mass - in the Syro-Malabar Rite 
St Wilfrid’s Midnight Mass 

As we come to the close of this busy term, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all our dedicated staff 
for their hard work, commitment, and care of  your children. Their teaching talent has truly brought many 

learning experiences to life this term. Thank you. I would like to thank all our wonderful parents and families for your 
continued support and partnership. Thank you for making St Joseph’s the school of choice for your child; we are truly 
grateful that you entrust us with such an important part of their educational journey. Looking ahead, 2026 promises 
to bring many new and exciting learning opportunities for all our children. We will also be running a range of parent 
workshops, and a timetable of these events will be published in the New Year. 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, everyone at St Joseph's would like to wish you all a blessed and Merry 
Christmas, filled with faith, love, and peace. We hope this season brings you the precious gift of family time, time to 
pause, make special memories, and enjoy quality moments together. A gentle reminder that school will reopen on 
January 5th. Please also note that if you have a child starting school in September 2026, the application deadline is 
January 15th, so don’t delay in submitting your application. 
As we switch off the Christmas lights and close the green gates for a couple of weeks, all that remains is to wish every 
member of the St Joseph’s family a truly wonderful and Merry Christmas. 
 
God Bless 
 
Mrs Walker 
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Christmas Day      
St Paul’s  - 9am 
St Wilfrid’s - 9.30am 
 St Edward’s - 9.30am  
St George’s - 11.00am  
St Paul’s  - 11.00 am  

We say it every term, but we cannot thank our volunteers enough for all that 
they do. Whether it is helping in the classrooms, accompanying on visits, as part 
of Friends of School (FOS) organising sales, fairs, tea towels - the list goes on and 
on. We really could not manage without you! We look forward to welcoming you 
back in January! 

Believe  ·  Achieve  ·  Succeed  

Thank You to our Volunteers  



 

                         

A reminder that if you have a child due to start school in September 2026, online applications are open, go to: 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions -  the closing date is Thursday, 15 January 2026 and you must submit your 
completed application by this date. We require a Supplementary Information Form (SIF), to be completed. Catholic 
applicants application forms must be signed by your parish priest and forms will be being signed by the clergy team 
after the morning Masses at St Paul’s on the 30th November. National offer day is Thursday, 16th April 2026. 

After School Clubs - Spring Term 

Thank you so much for all the presents, gifts and festive messages received over the last few weeks, 
they are all greatly appreciated. We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas, that you have the 
opportunity to rest and relax with your loved ones. Safe travels to those of you travelling far and wide. 

Don’t forget whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to 
your annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for the school. 
There are over 7,000 shops and sites ready to make a donation, including 
Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline, Sainsbury's. In particular at this 
time of year we have Black Friday coming up and of course Christmas! If you’re looking to escape the cold weather 
and are booking a holiday then Tui, Thomas Cook and many more are also signed up,  – it doesn't cost you a penny 
extra! It's as easy as 1, 2, 3…  
1. Head to / and join for free, there is also an App which can be downloaded just as easily and they are currently 
giving us £2 for every new sign up. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?
causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942 
2. Every time you shop online, go to Easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.  
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to St Joseph’s for no extra cost whatsoever!  

Christmas Trees 

Starting School Sept 2026 

Spring term clubs will be available to book in the first week of the new 
term. The timetable has been sent out with all booking information. 

Thank you to all that bought tea towels through FOS and to Poppy Walker and Hay-
ley Teehan for organising the pictures of the children and pulling it all together. A 
fabulous £622 was raised for the school - THANK YOU.  

                    Tea Towels 

After Christmas and if you are able, we would like to recycle your Christmas trees as they are a great 
resource for Forest School. Please could we ask that you pop them over the fence (not in the 
gateway) onto the field in New England Road - thank you. 

Easyfundraising  

Please remember to report ALL child absence, whether due to illness or medical appointments via the Studybugs 
App. This then automatically updates the class register and keeps the teacher informed of the reason for your 
child’s absence. For safeguarding reasons we are duty bound to ascertain the whereabouts of all absent children. 
By using this free app, it prevents office staff from ringing  parents or visiting homes to find out the reason for a 
child's absence. 

                    Thank You  

House Keeping & Lost Property 
Please remember to take all of your child’s belongings with you tomorrow including PE kits, lunchboxes and water 
bottles. We also have an enormous amount of lost property within school. Whilst we will try to find the owners of the 
various items we find (wellies, shoes, uniform, jackets, water bottles and more besides), it is impossible to do so if 
items are not named. Please remember to check the lost property bin under the canopy in the top garden and to 
NAME all items!    

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942


 

Elf on the 16th! 

Thank YOU for your support on Tuesday, the children all looked fantastic. It is such a worthwhile 
cause and we really appreciate your generosity. If you would still like to donate to Elf on the 16th, 
you can do so via ParentPay or the below link, thank you for your generosity:  
 https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/acdp2025?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/acdp2025?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rockinghorse+charity&view=detailv2&&id=F1FB229CA97A25D12386A6651FAC0D4F9233523C&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Wl0kQZbH&simid=607989910926458908&thid=OIP.M5a5d244196c706aa5acdaeca4cf5209eo0


 

 

 
 

December 
19th Dec- End of Term - FINISH 1pm 

January 
5th Jan - Return to school 
6th Jan - Epiphany Mass, 1.30pm 
12th Jan - St Genevieve start Forest School Sessions 
13th Jan - Year 1 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s 
15th Jan - Deadline for starting school September 2026 applications - see previous page.  
19th-23rd Jan - International Week 
20th Jan - Year 5 to attend  9.30am Mass at St Paul’s 
28th Jan - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm  
 

February 
4th Feb - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm  
6th Feb - FOS Social (Quiz) 
12-13th - FOS Valentines Cake Sale, 3pm (St D, St Geo & St P to contribute please) 
10th Feb - St Xavier Class Assembly, 9am 
16th - 20th Feb - Half Term 
23rd Feb - Back to school 
27th Feb - FOS Disco 
 

March 
4th Mar - St Theresa Class Assembly, 9am 
5th Mar - World Book Day 
11th Mar - St Helen Class Assembly, 9am 
12th Mar - Y6 NCT Parent Meeting, 6pm 
13th Mar - Open Learning Day, 9:00 -10:00 and 13:45 - 14:45 
13th Mar - FOS Second Hand Uniform Sale, 3pm 
16th - 20th Mar - Spirituality Week 
19th Mar - St Joseph’s Day Mass, 13:30 
20th Mar - FOS Talent Show 
25th Mar - Pilgrimage Stations of the Cross 
25th Mar - Reports out Y1-Y6 
26th Mar - FOS Cake Sale   (St A, St H, St M and St T to contribute please) 
27th Mar - End of Term 

 
Dates are also available to view on the St Joseph’s website calendar. 

Please note all dates and events are subject to change.  
 

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

                                             Spring Term Diary Dates 


