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Over the last few weeks we have had time to reflect and remember those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom, giving their all for our tomorrow. Last Sunday we honoured the service and sacrifice of our 
Armed Forces community, the British and Commonwealth veterans, the Allies that fought alongside us and the civilian 
servicemen and women involved in the two World Wars and later conflicts, we also 
remember those who have been part of other conflicts since. On Tuesday Mrs Howes, 
our RE council, along with our head boy/girl and deputy head boy/girl attended a 
Remembrance service at St Wilfrid’s, along with other schools in the area. Thank you 
to Mrs Spagnoli who also accompanied the children, and to our year 6 children who 
have been selling poppies on the school gates and to all who help raise 
money to support our veterans and their families - we will not forget.  
Have a good weekend 
Mrs Walker 

    We Remember Them 

Please remember to report ALL child absence, whether 
due to illness or medical appointments via the Studybugs 
App. This then automatically updates the class register 
and keeps the teacher informed of the reason for your 
child’s absence. For safeguarding reasons we are duty 
bound to ascertain the whereabouts of all absent 
children. By using this free app, it prevents office staff 
from ringing  parents or visiting homes to find out the 
reason for a child's absence. 

Believe  ·  Achieve  ·  Succeed  

Don’t forget whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be 
collecting free donations for the school. There are over 7,000 shops and sites ready to make a donation, including 
Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline, Sainsbury's. In particular at this time of year we have Black Friday coming up 
and of course Christmas! If you’re looking to escape the cold weather and are booking a holiday then Tui, Thomas 
Cook and many more are also signed up,  – it doesn't cost you a penny extra! It's as easy as 1, 2, 3…  
1. Head to / and join for free, there is also an App which can be downloaded just as easily and they are currently 
giving us £2 for every new sign up. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?
causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942 
2. Every time you shop online, go to Easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.  
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to St Joseph’s for no extra cost whatsoever!  
There are no catches or hidden charges and we will be really grateful for your donations.  

Attendance 

Easy Fundraising 

Christmas Lunch - Please Book Before 5th December 
On Tuesday, 16th December we will be having Christmas lunch. There will be no charge for FSM, EYFS 
& KS1 children, you are however required to book with Go!Catering. If your child is in years 3-6, and 
wishes to enjoy this festive meal, the cost is £3.00 and bookings can be  made via  https://
bookings.gocatering.co.uk/ The deadline is 5pm, Friday, 5th December and you MUST BOOK as this is 

an incredibly popular meal. Children are more than 
welcome to wear a Christmas themed hat!  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942
https://gocatering.co.uk/
https://gocatering.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last week, year 6 were up and out early and full of enthusiasm, when they departed  St Joseph’s just after 7am, bound for 
Warner Bros Studios! They study the amazing world of Harry Potter as part of the curriculum and the subject has proven to 
generate incredible learning experiences for the children. They had a wonderful day, albeit a rather long one!  



 

Last Tuesday, Year 2 had a fabulous day travelling back in time to 1666. Through drama they 
experienced the key sights and sounds of the Great Fire of London, as well as meeting key people 
involved, such as Samuel Pepys and Thomas Farriner. In the afternoon there was even more 
excitement as they watched  Mr. Newington set light to the streets of London, skillfully recreated 
by year 2 in a reenactment of the Great Fire of London. Such fun! 

We travelled back in time to 1666… 
…we dressed up as characters 

from the past… 

…we considered the causes of 

the fire… 

We thought about the impact events had on 

people and the future. 



 

                         

A reminder that all children should now be in winter uniform. All details regarding uniform is available on the school 
website under the ‘Parents’ tab.  A reminder that long hair should be tied back (boys and girls). Extreme haircuts, tram 
lines, Mohican shaved styles etc. are not permitted. Any hair braids should be in natural colours not blue / pink /multi-
coloured etc. Pierced ears should hold a plain stud - NOT hoops, and your child must be able to remove them for PE. Your 
support of our uniform policy is very much appreciated and ensures children have a sense of belonging and 
continued high standards. If you have any queries regarding our uniform policy, please speak to Mrs Walker.  A 
reminder that we do have a good supply of second hand uniform—please enquire at the school office. 

Please remember we have a NO nut or Sesame policy in school. This includes sandwich fillings such as 
NUTELLA / PEANUT BUTTER and dips such as hummus.  We have several children with severe nut and 
sesame allergies who are at risk of anaphylactic shock. 

Fire Brigade Visit 

Prior to half term, Year 5 were lucky to have a special 
visitor from NASA. Mrs Howes' Uncle David, who works for 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California, came to 
give a talk to the children in year 5 studying space. He 
shared his journey from primary school to working for 
NASA and some of the projects his team have worked on. 
He then answered some brilliant questions from the 
children that they had written.  

                        Nuts 

Medical Appointments 
Medical appointments - we ask that wherever possible medical appointments are made outside of school 
hours. If this is unavoidable then the child should be removed from school for the minimum amount of time 
possible. You must send in a copy of the appointment letter / text message to the school office.  

Open Days - Starting School Sept 2026 
We have our next Open Day on Friday, 21st November from 9.45—11am for prospective parents of children due to start 
primary school in September 2026.  There will be a presentation at 10am, followed by a tour of the school by our  newly 
elected prefects. No appointment is necessary.  Online applications are now open, go to: www.westsussex.gov.uk/
admissions -  the closing date is Thursday, 15 January 2026 and you must submit your completed application by this date. 
We require a Supplementary Information Form (SIF), to be completed. Catholic applicants application forms must be 
signed by your parish priest and forms will be being signed by the clergy team after the morning Masses at St Paul’s on 
the 23rd and 30th November. National offer day is Thursday, 16th April 2026. 

Visitor from NASA - Yr 5                 

Winter Uniform  

We have an enormous amount of lost property within school at the end of each week. Whilst we 
will try to find the owners of the various items we find (wellies, shoes, uniform, jackets, water 
bottles and more besides), it is impossible to do so if items are not named. Please remember to 
check the lost property bin under the canopy in the top garden and to NAME all items!    

                        Lost Property 

Last Thursday EYFS had a visit from our local fire brigade. They came to 
talk to our EYFS children about fire safety and to show them the 
workings of a fire engine. As you can see, great fun was had by all! 

 

 



 

 

 
 

November 
18th Nov - Year 3 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s 
19th Nov - Photo deadline for orders to be placed for free postage back to the school  
20th Nov - FOS Non-Uniform Day - donations 
21st Nov - Open Morning, 9.45-11am (Headteacher presentation at 10.am) 
25th Nov - Year 2 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s 
28th Nov - Deadline for ordering FOS Tea Towel, £5 payable via ParentPay 
28th Nov - INSET DAY - School Closed 
 

December 
1st Dec - School Closed 
5th Dec - Advent Reconciliation, 1.30pm 
5th Dec - Deadline to book a Christmas lunch (see front page) 
6th Dec - FOS Christmas Fair, 12-3pm - please support 
this event. 
8th Dec - EYFS Nativity, pm 
9th Dec - EYFS Nativity, am 
9th Dec - KS1 Nativity, pm 
10th Dec - KS1 Nativity, am 
11th Dec - KS1 Nativity, evening 
12th Dec - Carol Service 2pm Y3/4 & 6pm Y5/6 
16th Dec - Christmas Lunch & Elf Day 
18th Dec- Party Day  
19th Dec- End of Term - FINISH 1pm 

January 
5th Jan - Return to school 
6th Jan - Epiphany Mass, 1.30pm 
13th Jan - Year 1 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s 
19th-23rd Jan - International Week 
28th Jan - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm  
 

February 
4th Feb - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm  
6th Feb - FOS Social (Quiz) 
12-13th - FOS Valentines Cake Sale, 3pm (St D, St Geo & St P to contribute please) 
10th Feb - St Xavier Class Assembly, 9am 
16th - 20th Feb - Half Term 
23rd Feb - Back to school 

Dates are also available to view on the St Joseph’s website calendar. 
Please note all dates and events are subject to change.  

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Spring Term Diary Dates 


