All Things Christmas
The St Joseph elves have been especially busy in school this week as we kick-started the
festive season with our fabulous Christmas Fayre. A huge thank you goes to all our
wonderful Friends of School (FOS) helpers who made the event possible, those who ran
stalls, set up the hall, gained the support of local businesses, our fabulous staff and
everyone who came along on the day to make the fayre such a success - final figure to
be announced at a later date. All funds raised will go directly towards supporting the
children. One of the ways we are hoping to use these funds will be to top up reading
resources for our newly launched KS2 Reading Passport initiative. It has been such a hit
since half-term that we have almost run out of books —what an amazing predicament to find ourselves in! If you are
looking for a meaningful Christmas gift, why not consider purchasing one of the titles listed in your child’s Reading
Passport? These books don’t need to be brand new; many second-hand websites, such as World of Books, offer
excellent, up-to-date options. The greatest gift you can give your child this Christmas is time, especially time spent
listening to them read. Even fluent readers benefit enormously from reading aloud to an adult.
It has truly felt like Christmas in school this week, with our wonderful EYFS and Key Stage 1 nativities filling the hall
with beautiful singing, confident readings, and the true magic of the Advent season. Our older children also
experienced a still and thoughtful service of reconciliation organised by Mrs Howes and supported by Father Scott,
Father Rick, and Father Raglan offering a quiet moment for private reflection. As we journey through Advent, the joys,
guidance, and blessings of this season have helped us navigate a busy and joy-filled week.
God bless, A L)
Mrs Walker -

On 16" December we invite all children and staff to come to school dressed as an
elf or in elf colours. We will again be supporting Aidan’s Christmas Dinner Project
&
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which brings festive meals and hampers to families in Sussex hospitals at Christmas.
Created in memory of Aidan Pond, brother of Evie and Rosie. It offers comfort,
kindness, and joy to those spending the holidays in hospital, away from home. If
you would like to donate to EIf on the 16", you can do so via ParentPay or the below link, thank you
for your generosity: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/acdp2025?utm medium=CA&utm source=CL

- Attendance

StA 96% StB 98% StC 95% StD 95%

StE StGen 93% StGeo 95%

StH 96% StJ 95% .. StP 95%

1
StT 96%

98% StF 97%

Believe - Achieve - Succeed



https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/acdp2025?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rockinghorse+charity&view=detailv2&&id=F1FB229CA97A25D12386A6651FAC0D4F9233523C&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Wl0kQZbH&simid=607989910926458908&thid=OIP.M5a5d244196c706aa5acdaeca4cf5209eo0
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After School Clubs - Spring Term | 5
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’3! ; ." t';f*’ Spring term clubs will be available to book in the first week of the new term. The timetable i £A Sz,

Lu /;}Fv';':\ﬂk‘{ will be sent out with all booking information before the end of this term - keep your eyes peeled!

Easy Fundraising

Don’t forget whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be collecting
free donations for the school. There are over 7,000 shops and sites ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John
Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline, Sainsbury's. In particular at this time of year we have Black Friday coming up and of course
Christmas! If you’re looking to escape the cold weather and are booking a holiday then Tui, Thomas Cook and many more
are also signed up, —it doesn't cost you a penny extra! It's as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Head to / and join for free, there is also an App which can be downloaded just as easily and they are currently giving us
£2 for every new sign up. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeld=186223&utm term=CE942
2. Every time you shop online, go to Easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to St Joseph’s for no extra cost whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and we will be really grateful for your donations.

Pot Tombolas - FOS Christmas Fair

As always, you never fail to amaze us with the vast array incredibly imaginative ‘Pots’ on display for the Christmas Fair.
Thank you to all who contributed, as always the standard was high and judging extremely
tough! The winners are as follows: St A - Leonardo, St B -
Dylan, St C - Tess, St D - Isaac, St E - Jerome, St F - Macie
& Stanley, St Gen - Aliyah, St Geo - Freddie, St H -
Wilbur, St J - Dylan, St M - Dylan, St P - Ryan, St T - Jacob
D, St X - Emily G-B. Well done to everyone - a very
popular stall and fundraiser for our school.

College a couple of weeks. It was very competitive and great fun was had by all. | i
We have also had a Skip2Bfit workshop in school last week. Skip2Bfit uses I/ i
counting skipping ropes to motivate everybody to exercise by challenging them #
to take the 2 minute Skip2Bfit Challenge. The Skip2Bfit ropes are available to buy
via ParentPay. The ropes are fully adjustable, so they are suitable for adults and
children and are £9 each , they have a counter on them which counts the
number of skips you do as you skip! ‘
1

Starting chool Sept 2026

A reminder that if you have a child due to start school in September 2026, online applications are open, go to:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions - the closing date is Thursday, 15 January 2026 and you must submit your completed
application by this date. We require a Supplementary Information Form (SIF), to be completed. Catholic applicants
application forms must be signed by your parish priest and forms will be being signed by the clergy team after the
morning Masses at St Paul’s on the 30th November. National offer day is Thursday, 16th April 2026.



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=186223&utm_term=CE942

Autumn Term Diary Dates

December
12th Dec - Carol Service 2pm Y3/4 & 6pm Y5/6
16th Dec - Christmas Lunch & EIf Day

18th Dec- Party Day

19th Dec- End of Term - FINISH 1pm

Spring Term Diary Dates

January

5th Jan - Return to school

6th Jan - Epiphany Mass, 1.30pm

12th Jan - St Genevieve start Forest School Sessions

13th Jan - Year 1 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s

15th Jan - Deadline for starting school September 2026 applications - see previous page.
19th-23rd Jan - International Week

20th Jan - Year 5 to attend 9.30am Mass at St Paul’s

28th Jan - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm

February

4th Feb - Parent Consultations, Yr R ONLY 3.20-5.50pm

6th Feb - FOS Social (Quiz)

12-13th - FOS Valentines Cake Sale, 3pm (St D, St Geo & St P to contribute please)
10th Feb - St Xavier Class Assembly, 9am

16th - 20th Feb - Half Term

23rd Feb - Back to school

27th Feb - FOS Disco

March

4th Mar - St Theresa Class Assembly, 9am

5th Mar - World Book Day

11th Mar - St Helen Class Assembly, 9am

12th Mar - Y6 NCT Parent Meeting, 6pm

13th Mar - Open Learning Day, 9:00 -10:00 and 13:45 - 14:45
13th Mar - FOS Second Hand Uniform Sale, 3pm

16th - 20th Mar - Spirituality Week

19th Mar - St Joseph’s Day Mass, 13:30

20th Mar - FOS Talent Show

25th Mar - Pilgrimage Stations of the Cross

25th Mar - Reports out Y1-Y6

26th Mar - FOS Cake Sale (St A, St H, St M and St T to contribute please)
27th Mar - End of Term

Dates are also available to view on the St Joseph’s website calendar.
Please note all dates and events are subject to change.




