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6th February 2025 
 
Update to free school meals guidance from 1 April 2025 
 
From 1 April 2025, any child eligible for free school meals (FSM) will be subject to ongoing checks to 
confirm continued eligibility. This will not impact any children who already qualify. Those already 
receiving free school meals will maintain their eligibility until the end of their current phase of 
education. At that point, they will be re-assessed. This will apply to all Year 6 moving into Year 7 in 
September 2025. These children will then be subject to ongoing checks to confirm continued 
eligibility. 
 
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 and is already receiving Universal Infant Free School 
Meals (UIFSM) and you think you may qualify for means tested Free School Meals (FSM), it is 
important that you register. This will enable us to claim valuable 'pupil premium' funding which in 
turn will provide extra support for your child in school. 
 
Free school meals in all West Sussex maintained and free schools and academies are available to 
pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or more of the following benefits: 
 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, 
as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of state Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit. 
 
PLEASE ACT NOW and apply for FSM before the end of March 2025 if you think your child may 
qualify, to ensure your claim and future funding are protected. 
 
Please click here to submit an application.  
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs C Walker 
Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/universal-credit
https://www.gov.uk/income-support
https://www.gov.uk/jobseekers-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/employment-support-allowance
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/33/part/VI
https://www.gov.uk/pension-credit
https://www.gov.uk/child-tax-credit
https://www.gov.uk/working-tax-credit
https://www.gov.uk/working-tax-credit/overview
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/

