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19th June 2026 

Dear Parents 
 
Did you know, from September 2026, all households receiving Universal Credit, regardless of income, will be 
entitled to free school meals, this is also known as Expanded Free School Meals. To check if you’re eligible, 
click on the link below and complete the simple on-line form.  You’ll know in minutes if you’re eligible. 
 
https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/entrust 
 
Current “transitional protection” arrangements will end in July 2026. This means that some families 
who previously kept free school meals automatically will need to meet the new eligibility criteria from 
September 2026. 
 
Children who are in receipt of Free School Meals will become one of two categories: 

• Targeted FSM – Free School Meals and Pupil Premium (Earnings limit of £7,400) 

• Expanded FSM – Just Free School Meals (Universal Credit and earnings over £7,400) 
 
Pupil Premium funding, now known as Targeted Free School Meals, is still available to pupils based on the 
following benefits: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)  
From September 2026, all households receiving Universal Credit, regardless of income, will be 
entitled to free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 
The school can apply on your behalf.  If you would prefer this option, please download the form from our 
website and pass it to the office. 
 
https://www.stjosephshh.org.uk/parents/pupil-premium/ 
 
Why this matters 
 
Registering for Free School Meals not only supports your child with a nutritious meal each day, but for those 
categorised as ‘Target FSM’ it also helps the school access additional funding (Pupil Premium) that is used to 
support teaching, resources, and student wellbeing. 
 
If you have any questions or would like support completing an application, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with the school office. 
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