The Abominables

Eva Ibbotson (Scholastic)

This is a longer read. To set the scene, begin with some introduction to the

Abominable Snowman, the Yeti and the mountains of Tibet. Together predict what

might happen from the first sentence. After reading Chapter 2 ask them to write

stories to read to the yetis. Ask: How is ‘the world oulside changing” and why is

this an issue? After reading Chapter 3 can they write a newspaper story about the
yelis? After reading Chapter & discuss whether the plan is a good one. After reading
Chapter 13 encourage the class to write a leaflet to persuade people to help the

p yetis. As a final task, together rename the story! Also, read Journey to the River Sea
‘1: va |hh otson {Macmillan) and One Dog and his Boy (Marion Lloyd Books).
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
C5 Lewis (HaperCallins) 4 ’A \
After reading, ask the class to write list poems ‘through the magic doorf | saw...". Re-
read and discuss together the reaction of the Professor Draw the lantern in the snow >
with the trees and ask them to write a description. In small groups recreate the meal in
Mr Tumnus's house and describe it. Discuss together which is the key scene and what
it means. Draw a Marnia map and invite children to draw in episodes. Encourage the
children to write information reports about some of the magical creatures and design
traps for the nasty ones! Together make characler charts for each character o compare
and contrast. With permission watch the film in lesson. Then use role play to explore
cormversations between the children about Edmund's behaviour Explain his actions. Ask:
Why is he forgiven? (See the Read & Respond title for further ideas.)

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak

FPhilinps Pearce (Pemguwin)

With the class create role-on-the=wall for Sid, Bill and Alice Sparrow. Ask: How
does the writer show their characters? Use diary entries or hol-seating o keep
alive the different viewpoints of what is happening in the family. Pause at the end of
Chapter 10 asking them to predict how it might end. Discuss the end of the story
Interestingly, the story is based on two gerbils that Philippa Pearce’s daughter Sally
kept, as she said: “almost afl the incidents... happened to us: [the gerbils] gnawed
holes in the curtains, the cal caught one and we had to take il to the vel. Our gertall
never fully recovered, but happily the ficlional one does.”
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Hansel and Gretel Gl

Anthany Browne (Walker Books)

Read a version of the original and compare it together with the class. Read the
story without showing the pictures to the children, then read with the piclures.
Spend time looking at each picture, so the children can notice the visual play and
discuss the changes in mood the artist portrays. Encourage them to imagine being
in the wood and ask: What would you see, hear, feel, think? Then create list poems
from these ideas. Discuss the step-motherfwitch and the visual imagery. Ask: Are
they jusi tricks? What should the father have done? Discuss the role of poverty in
the stary.



The Iron Man

Tod Hughes (Faber)
Notice and imitate the opening, using rhetorical questions 10 draw in the
readec With the class role play the family talking about the picnic or Hogarth
telling his parents about what he had seen, Invite them to create a diary

for Hogarth and news bulletins for both the Iron Man and space-bat-angel-
dragon. Discuss which of the two tales is strongest and why? Ask them

lo draw paraliels with other ‘taming the monster’ stories. (See the Read &
Respond title for further ideas.)
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Cat Tales: Ice Cat Y )%
Linda Newberry (Usborne) 2
With the class look at the use of imagery on the first few pages and make

a list of other similes for snow. Ask: What else is white? Why does Tom feel

funny about Gary's dad in Chapter 1? How can a crealure be in the snow?

Why does Tom feel bad-tempered with his dad in Chapter 2? Talk about the

lump of ice inside of him. Ask: In Chapter 3 what is the Ice Cal searching

for? In Chapter 4 how can the cal's touch be inside of Torn and why does he
destroy the snowman and blame the Ice Cat? In Chapler 5 explain the Ice

Green Cat's role in the story and why the icy hardness melts away. Ask: What

is it af abowt?

The Sheep-pig

Dick King-Smith (Putfin)

Remind the children that they have previously read a Dick King-Smith novel,
Hodgeheg (Puffin). Not surprisingly, he used 1o be a farmer Ask: Are pigs
stupid? (See Chapter 2.) Why does Fly look after Babe? At the start of
Chapter 3 whal are the puppies nol telling Babe? Discuss the relationship
between Fly and Babe. Ask: What is it about Babe’s character that is so
endearing? Invite the children to write the police report about the sheep
rustiing incident and the news report about the sheep-dog trials. (See the
Read & Respond title for further ideas.)
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Recommended books

e Bertagna, J- The Ice Cream Machine

e Browne, A- Gorilla, Voices in the Park

e Cameron, A- Julian Stories

e (Cross, G- Posh Watson

e Dickinson, P- Chuck and Danielle

e Dunmore, H- Allie's Rabbit

» Fine, A- Care of Henry, Design a Pram, Diary of a Killer Cat, Jennifer's Diary, Loud
Mouth Louis, Only a Show, Press Play

¢ French, V- Morris and the Catflap

* Haddon, M- Sea of Tranquility

e Hawkins, E- Hamster in Danger, Monster of a Hamster

» King-Smith, D- The Guard Dog, Happy Mouseday, Invisible Dog, The Hodgeheg, The —
Magic Carpet Slippers, Mr Potter’s Pet »

* Laybourn, E- Monster Shoes 5

¢ Lindgren, A- Lotta Says 'No'l

e Mark, J- The Snow Maze, Taking the Cat's Way Home

¢ Mooney, B- But You Promised, It's Not Fair, Promise Me You Won't Be Cross, Why
Me?, Why Not?

e Tomlinson, J- The Cat Who Wanted to Go Home, The Otter Who Wanted to Know,
The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark

Adve i
e Allen, Judy- Seven Weird Days at Number 31

Blackman, M- Wizziwig
Blyton, E- any Famous Five title
Bradman, T- Tommy Niner and the Mystery Spaceship
Brennan, H- Eddie & the Bad Egg: Eddie & the Dirty Dogs
Broad, M- Agent Amelia: Ghost Diamond
Burlington, M- Lighthouse Joey
Carpenter, H- any Mr Majeika title
Defoe, D-Robinson Crusoe (retold by Angela Wilkes)
Deary, T- Time Detectives series
Morpurgo, M- Black Queen; Dancing Bear
Mould, C- Treasure Island
Odgers, D- Jack Russell: Dog Detective




\~. Poetry: shape poems and poems based on observation and the senses
¢ Brownjohn, S- Both Sides of the Catflap

e (Cook, H- Dream Time

» Corbett, P- Poems for Year 3

Douthwaite, G- Picture a Poem

Earl, A- Poems about Feelings

Foster, J- Word Whirls and Other Shape Poems

Myths, legends, fables, parables, traditional stories and stories with related themes
s Agard, J- Brer Rabbit: Great Tug-o-war
e Ahlberg, A- Ten in a Bed

Andersen, Hans Christian - any tales would be suitable.

Anholt, L- Little Red Riding Wolf, Eco-wolf & the Three Pigs

Barber, A- Mousehole Cat, Moah & the Ark

Cresswell, H- The Sea Piper

Croser, J- Baleen

French, F- Anancy and Mr Drybone

French, V- The Boy Who Walked on Water, Aesop's Funky Fables

Brothers Grimm- any of their traditional stories would be suitable.

Hoffman, M- Sun Moon & Stars

Mitton, T- Excalibur the Magic Sword

Naidu, V- Stories from India

Patten, B- Beowulf & the Monster

Whitfield, S- The legend of the Chinese Zodiac

Wilkes, A- The Adventures of King Arthur

Williams, M- King Arthur & the Knights of the Round Table

Zeff, C-The Amazing Adventures of Hercules, Jason and the Gold Fleece

Classi ern Classi !
White, E.B- Charlotte's Web
Ahlberg, A- Cops and Robbers, Please Mrs Butler
Dahl, R- Esio Trot, The Twits
Cresswell, H- Mystery At Winklesea
Mccaughrean, 6- One Thousand And One Arabian Nights
Murphy, J- The Worst Witch

Child, L- Clarice Bean
Mcdonald, M- Judy Moody series

Proyson, A- Mrs Pepperpot



