
RISK ASSESSMENT FOR COVID-January 2022 

Issued September 2021: updated January 2022 
 

 

 

ACTIVITY: Health and safety on site linked to covid-19 
restrictions January 2022 

LOCATION: St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School DATE: Ongoing from 01/22 

 

Name: Caroline Rogers  Organisation: St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Persons covered 
by this risk 
assessment  

 Students 
 Staff 
       Catering and cleaning staff  
 Contractors 

In the event of a larger Covid-19 outbreak – please refer to our Outbreak 
Management plan  
 

 
List hazards People at risk Normal control measures Who is 

responsible 
Post events review –  

 Potential for spread 
of COVID-19 
between persons at 
school. 

 All adults and children may 
catch COVID-19 via direct or 
indirect contact with carriers. 

Potential for spread to other 
family members / persons. 

Classroom organisation 
 Ensure students are only in school when they are healthy, parents should not send in pupils with symptoms 
 Continue regular class cleaning throughout the day 
 Children to be regularly reminded re hygiene – washing hands and binning tissues after use 

 
Organise classrooms and other learning spaces  

 All spaces should continue to be well ventilated using windows etc where possible – in the Y2/3 corridor upper 
and lower windows open will  create a suitable through draft, in other classes open windows and internal doors 
will support good ventilation 

 
Review curriculum provision 

 There is no need to restrict curriculum provision unless there is an outbreak, when some outdoor teaching 
should be considered. 

 
Movement around the school 

 We should return to our usual good practice of movement around the school 
 Stagger end of school times – a simplified version of our covid measures has been advised to parents. 
 Remind pupils of corridor expectations to ensure free-flow through the corridors 
 Ensure that toilet facilities do not become crowded by limiting the numbers allowed to use at any one time. 
 Some children may need additional support with these measures e.g. the very young or those with special 

educational needs. 
 Masks to be worn by adults in the communal areas and when moving around the corridors 

 
Shared spaces e.g. assembly and dining halls 

 Social distancing is no longer advised, assemblies can recommence 
 
Outside spaces  

 Should be used for exercise and breaks where possible 
 ‘Bubbles’ are no longer required and children are able to mix 

 
Lunch arrangements 

 All KS1 to lunch in hall 
 Only KS2 hot dinners eat in hall, the remainder stay in the classrooms (this to be reviewed with MDM staff) 
 All tables cleaned down between groups 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- this practice has 
been effective and will continue. 
There have been occasional 
variation as numbers of positive 
cases fluctuated but this is closely 
monitored by SLT and will continue 
to be so 
Adults will continue to wear masks 
in the communal areas and 
corridors until at least half term 

 Potential for spread 
of COVID-19 from 
asymptomatic 
persons 

 All persons who come into 
contact with an 
asymptomatic carrier 

Lateral flow tests 
 All staff to be offered a Lateral flow test (LFT) to be self-administered at home twice weekly – not optional for 

September 2021 
 Test kit register and results register to be maintained daily 
 Results to be advised by text/Whatsapp to CR and to the NHS Track and trace portal online/by phone 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 

Jan 2022 review- we are continuing 
with this practice until advised by 
DfES that it is no longer required. 
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 Any positive test from a LFT to be immediately followed up a PCR test at a designated centre when there are 
symptoms, if symptom free there is no need for a PCR but must isolate until day 5 when 2 negative LFT tests 24 
hours apart can end the isolation period. The date of the LFT is day 0 

 In the event of a positive test from a LFT the individual will isolate until the result of the PCR is received. 
 There is no need for a close contact to self-isolate if: They are full vaccinated 
                                                                                                  Below 18 
 School is not required to track and trace 

CW/CR and 
SLT 

Most staff have been supportive 
and sensible with this approach 

 Potential for spread 
of COVID-19 
between persons 
arising from travel 
to school or 
dropping / picking 
up at school. 

 Staff and other occupants 
may catch COVID-19 via 
direct or indirect contact with 
carriers. 

 Potential for spread to other 
family members / persons. 

Getting to school and drop off / pick up 
 Free flow arrival times to continue 
 Separate KS1/KS2 collection times to continue 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- the continued use 
of the one way system for 
collecting Year R to 3 is now 
embedded and is making for 
calmer transitions at the beginning 
and end of the day 

 Risks of spread of 
COVID-19 from 
providing first aid or 
care.  

 Staff and other occupants 
may catch COVID-19 via 
direct or indirect contact with 
carriers by close contact for 
first aid or care provision. 

 Potential for spread to other 
family members / persons. 

First aid and care provision 
 The school will maintain suitable first aid and where needed paediatric first aid cover. – see also EYFS risk assessment 
 Distancing and hygiene control measures must be maintained so far as is reasonably practicable when providing first 

aid e.g. limiting numbers in first aid rooms, cleaning the area after treatment, PPE for first aiders and thorough hand 
washing. PPE can include masks, gloves, aprons, goggles, or face shields. 

 All first aid equipment will always be accessible.  
 Children, young people, and students whose care routinely already involves the use of PPE due to their intimate care 

needs should continue to receive their care in the same way 
 If a child, young person, or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in their setting and 

needs direct personal care until they can return home. A face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a 
distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then gloves, an 
apron and a face mask should be worn by the supervising adult. If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of 
splashing to the eyes, for example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn. 
 All incidents must be recorded as per the school’s normal arrangements. 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- to continue for 
the time being 

 Contamination of 
commonly used 
areas, including 
door handles, IT 
equipment and 
equipment used by 
multiple persons.  

 Staff and other occupants 
may become contaminated 
via indirect contact with 
contaminated equipment. 

 Potential for spread to other 
family members / occupants. 

Cleaning and hygiene control * 
 All staff will be briefed weekly as a minimum on expected hygiene standards. 
 All staff instructed to actively monitor to ensure all colleagues are adhering to principles of good hygiene. 
 Sufficient quantities of cleaning supplies and hand soap to be maintained. 
 More frequent wipe down of high passage area door handles, including main entrance doors and commonly used 

doors. 
 Ensure that bins are emptied throughout the day. 
 Daily cleaning in place to provide disinfection of all handles and commonly used surfaces.  

 

CN /CW Jan 2022 review- we are continuing 
this practice 

 Contamination of 
food products and 
packaging from 
supply chain or 
from food 
preparation on site. 

 Staff and occupants infected 
by consumption of 
contaminated food packaging 
or food product.  

 Contamination of food by 
catering staff failing to 
adhere to hygiene standards 
or otherwise who are 
infected with COVID-19.  

Catering provision - Pioneer 
 Confirm with catering provider that all relevant safety procedures are in place and that they are adhering to 

government guidelines 
 Ensure that catering providers are aware of any changes to lunch times and operating practices you have made. 
 Hot dinners will be provided to EYFS and KS1 pupils as part of Universal Infant free meal provision, and to those 

pupils in receipt of Free School Meals. Hot meals will be offered to all KS2  

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- no problems 
reported 

 Staff and pupils may 
be un-familiar with 
changes to fire 
safety or other 
emergency 
arrangements.  

 Risk of injury arising from 
panic due to lack of clear 
emergency arrangements.  

Emergencies 
 Consider if any changes are required to emergency evacuation procedures because of any other changes made to 

provision in school e.g. reduced staff, fire wardens covering different areas, managing assembly areas etc. 
 A full fire drill may not be appropriate but ensure all staff are familiar with any changes to arrangements.  
 Other emergency procedures e.g. lockdown should be reviewed as required. 

CN/ Head 
and SLT 

Jan 2022 review- no problems 
reported 
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 Safety of health 
issues relating to 
interrupted 
maintenance or 
inspection 
schedules whilst 
school has been 
closed or in limited 
use.  

 All persons at risk of 
Legionnaires disease from 
little used systems 

 Damaged or broken items 
may not be identified or 
repairs actioned leading to 
injury. 

 Statutory inspections or 
maintenance may be missed 
leading to failure of safety 
critical items. 

Maintenance and inspection  
Before school reopens:  

 Ensure all little used water outlets are flushed through. 
 Check and test all fire protective systems 
 Check and test all relevant safety critical devices 
 Carry out a visual site inspection to identify any issues that may need remedying  
 Where pieces of equipment or machinery, such as lifts, fume cupboards etc require thorough examination or 

testing (TE&T) they must all be within their testing cycle. If this has elapsed then these item(s) cannot be used 
until they have passed the required tests. Their use will therefore need to be postponed until testing has taken 
place. 

CN Jan 2022 review- no problems 
reported 

 Potential for spread 
of COVID-19 
between persons at 
school showing 
symptoms of 
coronavirus or 
those who are 
confirmed to have 
coronavirus. 

 Staff and other occupants 
may catch COVID-19 via 
direct or indirect contact with 
carriers. 

 Potential for spread to other 
family members / persons. 

Suspected case of coronavirus in school 
 If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature in an education or childcare 

setting, they must be sent home and advised to follow government guidance: 
 Book a test 
 If positive advise school immediately and contact NHS Test and trace 
 The school will follow advise provided by DfE 
 If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated behind a 

closed door, depending on the age of the child and with appropriate adult supervision if required. 
 PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be 

maintained. 
 If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, 

they do not need to go home unless they develop symptoms themselves (and in which case, a test is available) or 
the child subsequently tests positive. They should wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact 
with someone who is unwell. Cleaning the affected area with normal household disinfectant after someone with 
symptoms has left will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- this practice has 
been effective and may be 
reviewed in light of impending new 
guidance in March 

    Confirmed case of coronavirus in school 
 Parents should not send a child to school if they are unwell. 
 When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should take 

a LFT test and await results  
 Where a child, young person, or staff member tests positive, there is no need for isolation of close contacts if 

they are under 18 or fully vaccinated 

All 
members of 
staff as 
directed by 
Head and 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- amended in line 
with reduced requirements for a 
PCR 

 Remote working of 
staff  

  Staff working remotely 
 The expectation that staff will be working in school 

CW and SLT Jan 2022 review- no change 

 Increase in 
infections from 
outside lettings 

 All persons on site Lettings 
 External lettings who wish to hire areas of the site will need to provide a copy of their ‘Covid related’ risk 

assessment before the hire commences 

NC / CW / 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- as required 

    Use of peripatetic teachers 
 Peripatetic teachers are expected to comply with the school’s arrangements for managing and minimizing risk – 

including maintaining distance from staff and pupils 
 Parents will not be able to enter the school buildings to collect children, peripatetic teachers will need to ensure 

that the school is provided regular timetables for pupils so that they can be made available  
 Peripatetic teachers will be expected to maintain the school’s hygiene standards 

NC / CW / 
SLT 

Jan 2022 review- to continue 

    Use of volunteers 
 Continuing to follow guidance in Part 3 of Keeping Children Safe in Education all volunteers will be subject to a 

DBS 

NC / CW / 
CR 

Jan 2022 review- to continue 

 Risk of educational 
visits 

 All  persons on trip and those 
of provider 

Educational visits 
 A thorough risk assessment needs to take place before it is advised to parents to ensure that it can take place 

 Jan 2022 review- to continue 

 


